Appendix E

Temple Talk I – Welcoming, In The Name Of Christ, Since 1942

· Since 1942, Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota has been living out its mission statement, “All are welcome to experience Christ’s love in grace-filled relationships” by providing Christian camping and retreating experiences for youth and families.

· Lutherans Outdoors has a 66 year camping history:

· Beginning with NeSoDak, on Lake Enemy Swim, Waubay in 1942

· Followed in 1958 by Outlaw Ranch, Custer




· In 1963 by Atlantic Mtn. Ranch, Custer





· Klein Ranch, north central SD, in 1973

· And soon, Joy Ranch, Watertown



· Each summer, LO serves 4,000 campers

· During the school year, an additional 9,000 youth and adults participate in retreats, such as…

· Environmental education

· Middle school and high school weekends

· Mother Daughter retreats

· Passionate Quilters

· Buffalo Roundup and Lakota Culture

· And more

· A week of camp = 58 hours of kid-friendly Bible study, worship, games, songs, and living in Christian community.  This is nearly double the 30 hours spent in an annual Sunday School program.

· Summer camp powerfully impacts faith formation.  In fact, a Lilly Foundation study found it rates second only to the role model and witness of a child’s mother as a “faith factor”.

· In a 2002 survey at Luther Seminary, 84% of the respondents stated they had attended a church camp, adding that it was an important component in discerning their call to ministry.     

· Literally hundreds of LO’s staff and campers have gone on to become pastors, youth leaders, music leaders, and lay leaders who serve our congregations today.

The All Are Welcome campaign will provide new facilities and enhance current facilities that will welcome people of every age, regardless of physical ability or limitation.
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